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EGL2230-LE01 (syn. 46723)
Children's Literature
Spring 2012
Robert Goldberg, Professor
Office: M-3052
Class: T: 6:00-9:00 p.m., M-3089
Mailbox: M3072
Office Hours: T: 5:00-6:00 p.m. 
Phone: 301-322-0556
& by appointment
Dept. 301-322-0561/Fax: 301-322-0549
Course Web Site: pgcconline.blackboard.com
E-mail: goldberj@pgcc.edu
Web Site: academic.pgcc.edu/~rgoldber

To communicate with me by e-mail, you must use your Owl Mail account.
Course Description

A study of various genres in children’s literature with focus on analysis of the content and quality of works from nursery level through the elementary grades

Prerequisites: Composition II (EGL102 or EGL110 or EGL132 or EGL134)
Learning Outcomes
Students who successfully complete the course will be able to:

1. Identify a wide variety of children's books from various genres, acquainting them with major writers, illustrators, critics, and works, historical and contemporary.

2. Explain the important literary criteria for evaluating a children’s book.

3. Identify and explain literary terms.

4. Write analytically about aspects of children’s books (including genre, illustration, style, and content) with appropriate documentation.

In addition, students will become aware of some of the theoretical problems and issues in the discipline of children’s literature today.
Required Text
Tunnell, Michael O., and James S. Jacobs, Children’s Literature, Briefly. 4th Edition. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson-Merrill/Prentice Hall, 2008.

Required Tradebooks: (available in the PGCC bookstore – or at your local public library)

Anderson, Laurie Halse. Speak. New York, Puffin, 1999.

Fritz, Jean. And Then What Happened, Paul Revere? New York, Puffin, 1996. ISBN: 0698113519
Hesse, Karen. Out of the Dust. New York: Scholastic Inc., 1997.

Lewis, C.S. The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe. New York:  Harper, 1994 Reprint.

Lowry, Lois. The Giver. New York, Bantam, 1993.

Paterson, Katherine. Bridge to Terabithia. New York, Harper, 1977.

Sendak, M. Where the Wild Things Are.

Suess, Dr. The Cat in the Hat Comes Back.

Taylor, Mildred D. Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry. New York, Puffin, 1976.

White, E.B. Charlotte’s Web. New York:  Harper, 1952.

Additional Materials:
9"x12" manila folders (to submit journals and essay assignments)


journal/notebook (for writing down thoughts, ideas, free writing)

WRITTEN WORK 

A) Two Formal Essays: You will write one literary analysis essay (3-5 typed pages), and one research-supported essay (MLA formatted, 6-8 typed pages, not counting the Works Cited page, with a minimum of five secondary sources).

B) Ten journal assignments: In addition to the formal essays, you will write a total of ten short (1-2 pages) informal response papers to class readings or discussions. These responses are worth 10 points each and are due at the beginning of the class meeting. The idea: for you to gather some ideas in writing about what you have read BEFORE class discussion. The purpose of these informal writing assignments is to provide a focus for that day's class discussion, so there will be no make-up work allowed; but when you look at the syllabus, you will see that you have fifteen opportunities to submit a journal. Grammar and mechanics count, as does clarity and legibility. Please type your journal assignments.
What should you write about in these informal journal entries? Sometimes I will make specific suggestions (see syllabus), but otherwise (and additionally), anything that grabbed you about the reading – your reaction to a character or the ending, perhaps a question (or questions) that you think we need to address in class discussion, what haunted you about the reading.

The one thing NOT to do: do not simply summarize the plot! I want you to go beyond that to thinking about issues or ideas that we should tackle in class discussion! I might ask you to read your response to the class or to share with at least one other class member, so keep in mind that you will have an audience for these papers! I prefer that you type the journal assignments, but I will accept neatly handwritten responses. (I reserve the right to refuse to read challenging handwriting.) Please save your journal assignments in a folder.

C) Midterm and Final Exams: Both exams will probably consist of some short identification questions from our reading and discussions, as well as an essay portion. I will not allow make-up midterms, except under the most extraordinary (and officially documented) of circumstances, and I will not allow make-up finals at all.
LATE ASSIGNMENTS: All work – that includes essays, journal assignments, presentations, creative projects, and anything else that might come up – is due at the beginning of the class indicated on the syllabus or assignment sheet. I will not accept any late essays without a legitimate documented reason (no notes, handwritten or typed, signed by family members). I will not accept late journal assignments: no exceptions!
IF you are experiencing circumstances beyond your control, and IF you speak to me in advance about these circumstances, I MIGHT grant you an extension one time this semester.
Conferences
I encourage you to come see me during my office hours (or make an appointment, if my office hours aren’t in sync with your schedule) as often as you'd like; it really is important that you talk to me any time you have questions about an assignment. We can also communicate through e-mail and phone calls.

Class Presentations 

Each of you will give an oral presentation of your research paper. Do not read your paper; simply talk about it – your topic and thesis, major points (no more than 3), key supporting evidence, major conclusion, and why you chose the topic.
Grading

In order to pass this course, you must participate regularly and satisfactorily complete ALL of the written work. Here is the breakdown I will use to compute your final grade:


Midterm Exam:
10.0%


Final Exam:
10.0%


Essay 1: (3-5 pages):
20.0%



Essay 2: (6-8 pages, research-supported):
25.0%



Research Paper Oral Presentation:
 5.0%


Journal assignments (10 @ 1% each):
10.0%


Reading Quizzes (9 @ 1.11% each)
10.0%


Participation:
10.0%

Total:
100.0%

Grade Scale

	A
	=
	90-100
	B
	=
	89-80
	C
	=
	79-70
	D
	=
	69-60
	F
	=
	Below 60


Note: You must complete all Major Assignments (Midterm, Final, Essay 1, Essay 2, and Presentation) to pass the class.

Attendance Policy

Your participation and preparation are vital; participation involves actively listening to what other members of the class have to say, as well as expressing your own ideas.

If you must be absent, because of illness or emergency, you are responsible for finding out what happened in class that day and for preparing for the next class. No make-up work is allowed on daily assignments, so each absence may have a negative effect on your grade. If you miss more than three class meetings (20%), you may automatically fail this class; if you arrive more than ten minutes late to a class, you will be counted half-absent on that day. Keep me posted if you are experiencing extenuating circumstances.

To withdraw from the course, follow the procedures outlined in the 2011-2012 Catalog (p. 167). If you stop attending class and do not officially withdraw, you will receive a grade of ‘F’ for the course. For spring 2012, April 13 is the last day to officially withdraw. 
Q Grades
Students are expected to attend and participate in class activities. Students who either never attended the class or who ceased attendance during the first 20 percent of the course will be assigned a “Q” grade by the instructor. The Q grade is a final grade and will not be replaced with a different grade at a later time. 

Faculty are required to report the date of last attendance for each student receiving Q or F grade(s) in order for the college to report this date to a variety of federal agencies as mandated. The date of last attendance is considered the date of the student’s termination from the course, regardless of the date of grade submission. Early termination from a course may result in reduction in student loans and financial aid (e.g., Pell, VA benefits) and may require the student to reimburse funds to the funding agency.

Civility
To promote a community of scholarship and civility, everyone at Prince George’s Community College is expected to be respectful, tolerant and courteous towards others at all times, adhere to college policies and procedures, and respect college property. Creating a culture of civility both inside and outside the classroom is everyone’s responsibility.

Civility is a college-wide commitment and in order to identify PGCC students, we are requiring that ALL students have their IDs visible while AT ANY COLLEGE SITE, WHETHER THEY ARE ON THE LARGO CAMPUS OR ANY EXTENSION SITE. 

 

Lanyards and ID holders can be obtained at the following locations:

 

Largo Campus - College Life Services and the Admissions & Records Office

Laurel College Center - Main office, Room 205 

Joint Base Andrews - Main office

University Town Center - Front desk

Students must keep their IDs current by requesting the appropriate sticker each semester from the Admissions & Records Office or extension centers.

Code of Conduct

The Prince George's Community College Code of Conduct defines the rights and responsibilities of students and establishes a system of procedures for dealing with students charged with violations of the code and other rules and regulations of the college. A student enrolling in the college assumes an obligation to conduct himself/herself in a manner compatible with the college's function as an educational institution. Refer to the 2011-2012Catalog, beginning on page 169, for a complete explanation of the Code of Conduct, including the procedure for dealing with disruptive student behavior.

Code of Academic Integrity
The college is an institution of higher learning that holds academic integrity as its highest principle. In the pursuit of knowledge, the college community expects that all students, faculty, and staff will share responsibility for adhering to the values of honesty and unquestionable integrity. To support a community committed to academic achievement and scholarship, the Code of Academic Integrity advances the principle of honest representation in the work that is produced by students seeking to engage fully in the learning process. The complete text of the Code of Academic Integrity is in the 2011-2012Catalog (on page 169) and posted on the college's website.
Academic dishonesty, including plagiarism or cheating, has severe consequences, from an automatic "0" on the assignment, to an "F*" for the course (the F* remains on the student’s transcript, and indicates a violation of the Code of Academic Integrity). 

Plagiarism: Plagiarism is using someone else's words or ideas without acknowledging your debt. For example, a plagiarized paper might be one that is copied word for word from a single source, one that contains some paragraphs or sentences lifted directly from one or more sources, or one that changes a few words here and there but basically presents another writer’s work as your own. In English 1010, you should have learned how to document any use of secondary sources using correct MLA (and/or APA) format. You are responsible for this information!

Disability Support Services

Students requesting academic accommodations are required to contact the Disability Support Services Office (M-1042) or call (301) 322-0838 (voice) or (301) 322-0122 (TTY) to establish eligibility for services and accommodations. Students with documented disabilities should discuss the matter privately with their instructors at the beginning of the semester and provide a copy of their Student/Faculty Accommodation Form.

Academic Programs

Collegian Centers

http://academic.pgcc.edu/collegiancenters

The College’s Collegian Centers provide a “place to belong” outside of the classroom.  They bring students in particular disciplines together for co-curricular activities and opportunities:

· Administration of Justice – for students interested in criminal justice, corrections, forensic science, and paralegal/pre-law
Email:  AJCollegianCenter@pgcc.edu
301-322-0753

· Bernard Center – for students interested in business management and accounting
Email:  BernardCenter@pgcc.edu
301-322-0554

· Health Sciences – for students admitted to any of the Health Sciences programs

Email:  HealthSciencesCollegianCenter@pgcc.edu
301-341-3017
· Humanities – for students interested in art, communication, English, language studies, music, philosophy, and theatre

Website:  http://academic.pgcc.edu/hcc
301-356-7551

Email:  HumanitiesCollegianCenter@pgcc.edu
301-322-0567

· PSE – for students interested in psychology, sociology, and education


Website:  http://academic.pgcc.edu/psecc

Email:  PSECollegianCenter@pgcc.edu
301-322-0555
· STEM – for students interested in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics

Website:  http://academic.pgcc.edu/scc
301-322-0595

Email:  STEMCollegianCenter@pgcc.edu
301-386-7574
Hillman Entrepreneurs Program
301-322-0700

Marlboro Hall, Room 2051
Students in any major, who have a passionate desire to start, run, or own a business, may apply for admission to the Hillman Entrepreneurs Program. Admission is competitive. The program builds entrepreneurial skills, pays up to 64% of tuition, provides a $500 stipend, and, qualified students transfer to the University of Maryland College Park as Hillman Entrepreneurs where they have up to 64% of their tuition paid and receive a $1,000 stipend.
Honors Academy/Program
301-322-0433

Marlboro Hall, Room 1087

The Honors Academy admits academically outstanding honors students who are interested in a rigorous program of academic excellence, intellectual development, leadership and community service. Prince George's Community College Honors Program promotes students’ intellectual growth and enrichment. 

International Education Center
301-322-0177

Lanham Hall, Room 117

http://academic.pgcc.edu/internationalcenter

The International Education Center provides academic support and assistance to students who need help with courses or with understanding the American higher education system. The Center brings international and American students together for learning enrichment activities, including a variety of discussion forums that foster awareness and understanding of cultural issues.

Service Learning
301-322-0713

The Service Learning Program encourages the development of civic responsibility through students’ participation in service projects within the community that support their academic objectives. Through Service Learning, students learn actively by applying principles learned in the classroom while developing critical reflective thinking as well as personal and civic responsibility. 

College Resources and Services

     
Writing and Tutoring Centers

(www.pgcc.edu/students/tutoring_writing_grammar)


Bladen Hall, Rm. 107            

Call 301-322-0748 to make an appointment.

     
Student Development Services  

301-322-0886

     

(www.pgcc.edu/pgweb/pgdocs/student_services/index-sds.htm)

     
Library (www.pgcc.edu/library) 


Accokeek Hall

General information:
301-322-0105




Circulation services:
301-322-0475




Reference services:
301-322-0476

    
Campus Bookstore 
(www.pgcc.edu/pgweb/pgdocs/bookstore.html)  

Largo Student Center, Room 116
301-322-0912
Miscellaneous

· I will not tolerate inappropriate or disruptive language or behavior.

· Do not eat during class; drinks are acceptable. (No food or drinks in computer labs)

· Dispose of any trash.

· Turn off any cell phones or beepers (unless you clear it with me).

· Do not wear headphones during class.

· No children are allowed in class.

Important Course and Registration Dates

Log in to myPGCC from my.pgcc.edu or from www.pgcc.edu for updates and announcements.
	Last day to apply for spring graduation
	Wednesday, February 15

	Last day to change from “credit to audit” or “audit to credit” for full-semester classes
	Friday, February 17

	No classes – College closed – Presidents' Day
	February 20

	Last day to withdraw from full semester classes
	Friday, April 13

	No classes – College opened – Spring Break
	Monday through Sunday, April 2-8

	Open registration for summer 2012 begins
	Monday, April 23

	Advance registration for fall 2012
	Monday through Friday, April 30-May 4

	Open registration for fall 2012 begins
	Monday, May 7

	Final exam period/last week of spring 2011 classes
	Tuesday-Monday, May 8-14

	Commencement
	Thursday, May 24

	Summer 2012 semester begins
	Monday, June 4


Refund Schedule

Students enrolling on or after the course start date will not be dropped for failure to pay but will be accountable for all costs. Students who wish to avoid paying anything for a course must drop it prior to its 100% refund deadline:

	For courses longer than five weeks in length, the following refund periods apply:
	For courses five weeks or shorter, the following refund periods apply:

	Course dropped prior to the start of class: 100% refund
	Course dropped prior to the start of class: 100% refund

	Course dropped on the 1st or 2nd calendar day before midnight: 100% refund
	Course dropped on the 1st or 2nd calendar day before midnight: 100% refund

	Course dropped on the 3rd through the 9th calendar day before midnight: 75% refund
	Course dropped the 3rd calendar day before midnight: 75% refund

	Course dropped on the 10th through the 14th calendar day before midnight: 50% refund
	Course dropped the 4th calendar day or later: No refund

	Course dropped the 15th calendar day or later: No refund
	


myPGCC

Use myPGCC to provide quick access to Blackboard, Owl Alert, Owl Link, Owl Mail, PGCC news, information, student events and more. Access myPGCC at my.pgcc.edu or from www.pgcc.edu.  Log in using your Owl Link user ID and password.

How to Log in to Blackboard

Blackboard is a web-based program that serves as the college's online classroom. You will use Blackboard to communicate with your instructor, to see your course materials, to submit assignments, and to discuss course ideas with your classmates.


To log in to your Blackboard course, please follow these steps:

1. Go to the Prince George's Community College Blackboard Web site, which is located at http://pgcconline.blackboard.com. NOTE: There is no "www" in the Blackboard address.

PGCC Students must log in to Blackboard using their Owl Link user ID and password.


Howard Community College Students will receive instructions for requesting a PGCC Blackboard account from their instructor. Once the account is requested, the student will receive an email (to their HCC student email address) from eLearning Services with login information.

2. Type your Owl Link user ID and password into the Blackboard login box. If your login is successful, you will see the PGCC Blackboard Homepage. In the module labeled "My Courses," you will see the course(s) in which you are enrolled. Click on the course name to access your Blackboard course.
Need help?

· Need technical assistance? Visit the eLearningwebsite at http://www.pgcconline.com

· Other questions? E-mail eLearning@pgcc.edu
Calendar
*
Briefly refers to the textbook, Children’s Literature, Briefly 

*  
Reading assignments must be completed before the class meeting for which they are scheduled.
*
Due to extenuating circumstances, the schedule and procedures stated above are subject to change.

	Date
	Reading
	Assignment Due Dates

	1/24
	
	Course Introduction: Syllabus

What is children’s literature? What assumptions do we bring to the course?

	1/31
	Getting Started

White, Charlotte’s Web (RQ1)
Briefly, Chapters 1, 2, 3
	Journal #1: A Reader’s Autobiography

*Everyone MUST do Journal #1!  

Journal #2: Response to Charlotte’s Web 


(***Remember: you must complete 8 of the possible 15 journal assignments. You do not need to do every one of the assignments – and you will not receive extra credit unless otherwise stated)

	2/7
	Picture Books and Illustration 

Briefly, Chapter 4, Chapter 7

Seuss, The Cat in the Hat Comes Back
Sendak, Where the Wild Things Are (RQ2)
	Journal #3: Two picture books – effective and ineffective

We’ll discuss a variety of illustrators and styles. Bring any interesting picture books that you discover to share in class.

*9/17: last day to apply for fall graduation

	2/14
	Traditional (Literature) Fantasy
Briefly, Chapter 9, "Traditional Literature"

The Brothers Grimm, "Snow White and the Seven Dwarves," (handout).

"Little Red Riding Hood" (handout) (RQ3)
	Journal #4: Take a position… Disney vs. Grimm!
In class: Group exercise on "Little Red Riding Hood"

Discuss approaches to traditional literature.

	2/21
	Realistic Fiction

Briefly, Chapter 11
Paterson, Bridge to Terabithia (RQ4)
	Journal #5: Response to Paterson

I’ll give you the details for Essay #1 

*9/28: last day to change from “audit” to “credit” or “credit” to “audit”

	2/28
	Anderson, Speak (RQ5)
	Journal #6: Response to Anderson.

Finish discussion of Realistic Fiction, and we will spend some time talking about the essay assignment

	3/6
	Serial Novels

Briefly, pp. 134-35

Read one volume of the serial novel of your choice (i.e., Nancy Drew, Hardy Boys, and so on...) (Bring copy to class)
	Essay #1 (literary analysis) Due.

Journal #7: Compare serial novel to realistic novels.

Midterm Exam Review

	3/13
	
	In-class: Midterm Exam
Deadline for first five journal entries!

	3/20
	Modern Fantasy

Briefly, Chapter 10
C.S. Lewis, The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe (RQ6)
	Journal #8: Response to The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe.
We’ll also do some work on the research essay assignment…

	3/27
	Lowry, The Giver (RQ7)
Briefly, Chapter 16: “Controversial Books”
	Journal # 9: The ending of The Giver? OR your response to something else in the book…
Journal #10: Thoughts on why books should or should not be banned or challenged

	4/10
	Historical Fiction

Briefly, Chapter 12


Karen Hesse, Out of the Dust (RQ8) 
	Journal #11: Response to Out of the Dust.
Workshop: We’ll also discuss documentation for your research essays.

	4/17
	Biography and Informational Books
Briefly, Chapter 13, Chapter 14
And Then What Happened, Paul Revere? (RQ9)
	Journal #12: Analysis of biography or informational book. 

	4/24
	Multicultural and International Books
Briefly, Chapter 15


Taylor, Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry (RQ10)
	Journal #13: Response to Roll of Thunder.

*November 30 is last day to withdraw

	5/1
	Briefly, Chapter 8
Teaching with Children’s Books
Briefly, Chapter 18
	Essay #2, research essay: major author 


Journal #14 due: response/analysis of poem(s) 

Journal #15 due: final thoughts… *Everyone MUST do Journal 15!
You’ll spend the class period giving oral presentations on your research projects

	5/8
	Final Exam (Meet from 6:00 – 8:30 p.m.)


Delayed College Openings:
When the College announces a delayed opening, all classes with at least 45 minutes of class time remaining at the time of the opening will meet. For example, in the event of a 10 a.m. opening, a 9:30-10:45 a.m. class will meet. This procedure applies to all credit classes.
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