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COURSE DESCRIPTION:

(Include format, prerequisites, and fees, if any.)

Recent theory and practice in the teaching of writing or a special topic. Some sections of the course deal with special topics such as teaching critical thinking and teaching writing in other disciplines.  Prerequisite:  EGL  101 and permission of instructor.
EXPECTED COURSE OUTCOMES:

(Attach supplementary sheets if needed.)

Upon successfully completing the course, students will be able to:

1. Design a course syllabus and assignments that reflect current pedagogical theory and practice.
2. Apply current pedagogical theory and practice in designing classroom activities appropriate for at least one course they expect to teach.
RANGE OF SUBJECT MATTER CONTENT AND MODEL COURSE OUTLINE:
Laboratory assignments and activities should be included.

This course may be offered as a special topics course focused on teaching business and technical writing, writing in the disciplines, or teaching critical thinking.  It may also be offered as a general overview of recent research, theory, and practice in rhetoric and composition (see below).

I.
Current Theory in the Teaching of Writing: Writing as a Process

II.
Prewriting

III.
Drafting and Organizing


IV.
Responding to Student Drafts


V.
Revising

Instructors vary as to how they apportion time to these categories.  A sample syllabus is attached.
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EVALUATION OF STUDENT PERFORMANCE:
Minimum and, where applicable, maximum departmental criteria.

Each instructor will assign at least three grades.  These shall be selected from critiques, quizzes, hour exams, research papers and projects, in-class discussion, presentations, and the like.  Instructors will design their own requirements consistent with the special topic and the expected outcomes; for example, students might read assigned selections, keep a reading log, and design writing projects that transform current theory into classroom practice.

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS:
Required:

Textbooks and supplemental readings will vary with the instructor and special topic.  Likely sources include books and journals published by the National Council of Teachers of English: for example, Theory and Practice in the Teaching of Composition and Research on Written Composition.
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Attachment A
Sample Syllabus: EGL 253: Teaching Writing
One-Week Workshop for Secondary School Teachers

Teaching Writing as a Process

Day 1

Introduction: Current Theory

Overview of Writing as a Process

Writing Apprehension

Audience Awareness

Classroom activities that affect the entire process

Day 2

Prewriting: The creative stage

Generating ideas

Free writing

Right and left brain functions

The work of Gordon Rohman

The work of Young, Becker and Pike

Classroom activities

Day 3

Drafting and organizing

Discovery drafts

Communication drafts

Options for sequencing and separating ideas

Classroom activities

Day 4

Responding to student writing

Peer response groups

Teacher responses

Classroom activities

Day 5

Revising

Content

Style

Teaching sentence structure

Teaching grammar in the context of the writing process

Classroom activities
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