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COURSE DESCRIPTION:
(Include format, prerequisites, and fees, if any.)

History of mass media: includes study and writing of news articles, editorials, columns, reviews, radio and television scripts.  Prerequisite: Writing proficiency level.

EXPECTED COURSE OUTCOMES:
(Attach supplementary sheets if needed.)

Upon successfully completing the course, students will be able to:

1.
Explain and demonstrate in writing the difference between classic English essay structure and journalism’s “inverted pyramid” structure.

2.
Identify news elements (who, what, when, where, why and how) in a set of story facts, including which ones are missing or incomplete.

3.
Identify news values: prominence, timeliness, proximity, impact, magnitude, conflict, dramatic quality, novelty, currency/salience.  Identify the dominant news value or values in a given set of story facts.

4.
Demonstrate reporting and interviewing skills using print and database resources and personal contacts.

5.
Demonstrate understanding and application of similarities and differences in methods and roles or workers in print, broadcast, public relations, and other media occupations, including differences in audience expectations.

6.
Apply in practical activities the relationship between audiences and media workers and institutions in creating and changing the standards and expectations governing performance in the mass media.

7.
Explain how the history of mass media has contributed to today's relationship between audience and media workers and to roles and practices of media institutions.

8.
Compose brief and complete lead paragraphs.

9.
Write sentences that are declarative, punctuate modifiers correctly, and punctuate both quotation and paraphrase attribution accurately.

10.
Increase vocabulary and adapt it to specific media communication tasks to promote clarity and accuracy while avoiding jargon.

 

RANGE OF SUBJECT MATTER DEFINED IN MODEL COURSE OUTLINE:
EVALUATION OF STUDENT PERFORMANCE:

Egl. 104: Media Writing
Texts

Required: Lorenz & Vivian.  News Reporting and Writing.  Allyn and Bacon, 1996.

Recommended: The Associated Press Stylebook and Libel Manual.
Week 1

Introduction: Overview of journalism and mass media careers; hard and soft news.

Introduction to formats and AP/UPI style guide.

Lorenz & Vivian, read Chapters 1&2; skim pp. 578-604.

Begin clip file:  two examples of spot hard news, two examples of depth hard news, two examples of soft news.

Week 2

News leads

Lorenz & Vivian, Chapter 3

Writing Assignment: write 5 leads for the same print story, each one recasting the story a different way.  Rewrite one of the print leads as a soft broadcast lead.

Quiz: AP/UPI style editing symbols.

Week 3

Fixing poor leads

Lorenz & Vivian, Chapter 4

News story organization: the inverted pyramid—spot news

Lorenz & Vivian, Chapter 5

Clip file: two examples of weak leads, with your revisions.

Writing Assignment: write a spot news story about a campus event.

Week 4

News story organization, cont’d.: depth news.  The importance of the transition or “bridge” (L &V, p. 99).

Writing Assignment: write a depth story based on the spot news event assigned last week.

Using other people’s words: quoting vs paraphrasing

Lorenz & Vivian, Chapter 6

Interviews & interviewing

Lorenz & Vivian, Chapters 16 & 17

Week 5

Class activity: mock press conference or in-class speaker followed by question-and-answer session.  Students should bring tape recorders (with counters if possible).

Lorenz & Vivian, Chapter 15

Writing Assignment: print story based on press conference or speech.
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Week 6
In-class collaborative work on using quotations in press conference/speech stories.

Collaborative Writing Assignment: prepare a broadcast reader or lead-in (L&V, pp. 105-108) from press conference/speech.

Get field assignment, participate in class brainstorming, and plan strategy for news gathering.
Writing Assignment: write print soft news or depth story on field assignment.

Lorenz & Vivian, Chapters 18 & 20 (also 19 for computer-access people).

Week 7

News gathering and writing of field assignment.  Story due for in-class editing at end of week.

Final copy due for sharing with class at beginning of next week.

Lorenz & Vivian, Chapters 7 & 8.

Week 8

Reporting accidents, calamities, and death.

Lorenz  & Vivian, Chapter 14

Clip file: one example each of a “famous person” obituary and an “average citizen” obituary writing assignment: write a print obituary for someone in your immediate or extended family.

The date of death is the day before this assignment is due.

Week 9

Follow-up stories.

Lorenz & Vivian, Chapter 10

Clip file:breading story and second (or more) cycles of a spot news event

Writing Assignment: Choose a recent “far away” story and localize it to the PGCC campus.

Week 10
Follow up stories, cont’d.  Local story due for in-class editing at mid-week.  Final copy due for sharing with class at end of week.

Week 11

Public relations and news releases

Lorenz & Vivian, Chapter 13

Writing Assignment: write a news release for Prince George’s Journal using info from PGCC; tailor for either print or broadcast.

Week 12

Editorials and “think pieces”: editorializing vs analysis, and knowing the difference.

Lorenz & Vivian, review pp. 214-16

Clip files: editorial and letters-to-the-editor; two depth “analysis” articles from The Washington Post.
Week 13

Complex issues involving conflict: journalistic balance; legal and ethical issues in journalism.

Lorenz & Vivian, Chapters 22 and 24.

Case study: the PGCC police and the Owl’s editorial reaction (1995)

Writing Assignment: research and prepare fact sheet for one side of complex issue

Quiz: legal and ethical issues in journalism.
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Week 14
Complex issues, cont’d.

Collaborative activity: fact checking.

Writing Assignment: prepare fact sheet for other side of same complex issue.  Begin writing depth story on complex issue.

Week 15

Editing and rewriting labs for complex issue story.

Editorial conference at last class (complex issue story due) to choose best stories.
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